OUR MISSION:

We are a norprofit
charitable relief &
development
organization that is
committed to
transforming lives with a
touch of Go
We help to alleviate
human suffering and
poverty by carrying
Godds | ove
world in need. Poverty 4
disaster are both
physical & spiritual. By
extending the two handsg
of the gospel, we can
bring physical & spiritual
wholeness to thousands
of people as we share
the gospel of Jesus
Christ.
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SPECIAL PRAYER
POINTS

. Dale & Cathleen Jones

in Cambodia

Pray for the Cham
People in Cambodia for
continued openness to
the gospel

Our New President and
government leaders

Our troops serving
around the world

Wisdom for our Board
of Directors and Action
Team Leaders

Vessels of Mercy International

Mercy Connections

JANUARY 2009

Happy New Year!
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Winter Bible Study Begin$-January 8" ii
February 12 Are you tired of it all, worn out,

fatigued from | iwhae,
happens when idealism intersects with reality? The

discrepancy between how things should beand how

them for the rest of their lives. They move through life with an ever -present
sense of disillusionment because of their unmet expectations. During this

t he
find hope for the cynic, see new dreams for the disillusioned, and the

begin process of

opportunity to re -engage life with God and others. Join us on Thursday

nights starting Jan. 8Feb. 12, from #9:15pm for the Bible Study-0 J a d e d 4
Mike Harder. Deadline for registration: December 11 Cost: $20.

Becoming Money Smart by Max Lucaflé&eb. 261 March 19

In this day that we are living we all want to be ‘-”_r
money smart. Our obsession with stuff carries

hefty price tag. The average American family

devotes onefourth of its spendable income to

outstanding debts. We spend 110% of our

disposable income trying to manage debt. Money is a big
concern for people in all times and places, and God loves us
enough to give us practical financial advice. We will open
Godds Word to share enduring

management and how to be a steward of all that He gives to
us. Deadline for registration: March 10 Cost: Free.
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Field Report from the Frontlines of Cambodla

We never cease to be amazed at God's favor on
front-lines ministry in Cambodia! A few weeks
ago we teamed up with one of our long-time
ministry partners, Vessels of Mercy, Int., ina
dental outreach to the Cham (Muslim) villages
which we've been targeting for 3 years now to
plant churches. We hoped that serving peoples
felt needs would result in greater openness to
the gospel and to the Cambodian evangelists
from our church across the river. Extreme fascist

Islam's affects on this community
has recently led to a strong "spirit
of Jihad" and hatred towards
outsiders. So, our desire was to
change the atmosphere of this
cluster of Cham villages from cold
and suspicious to warm and
friendly.

The answers to our prayers were
well beyond our expectations! In 4
days our team's dentist saw about 300 people and pulled nearly 1,000
teeth! We physically ministered to about 3% of the commune's total ~ ~
population and as a result, we witnessed a very visible shift in
openness. The first day of our 4-day clinic was characterized by fear
and suspicion, requiring our constant reassurances to people that
our care would be gentle and relatively painless. In fact, | wondered
at the conclusion of Day 1 whether we would have enough patients
to fill our time for 4 days. But by Day 2, a dark and uninviting
atmosphere had given way to an atmosphere of welcome and hope!
For the final three days the people came out in droves and it was
impossible to treat everyone.

The people had such a change of heart that my wife, Cathleen, and |

were invited to spend time in the home of the most prominent family

in the village! They also have invited us to stay with them whenever we go to the village and
demonstrated a genuine desire to get to know us. Never before have the people welcomed us into
their community like this and we were shocked at this new favor. Speaking about our team one
woman declared, "These people simply don't know how to be mean!" With such a great
response we are praying that new opportunities to share Jesus will soon emerge in these villages.

It's amazing what God can do through willing vessels, both long-term missionaries and short-term
teams partnering together in a strategic mission. We give thanks to God for the privilege of
partnering with VOMI in strategic mission! By d Dale & Cathleen Jones Missionaries to
Cambodia




